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my colleagues today to join me in rec-
ognizing this great American, Bill Bell. 
On behalf of the United States House of 
Representatives, the residents of Dur-
ham, North Carolina, and the people of 
the First Congressional District, I ex-
press my sincere appreciation for 
Mayor Bill Bell’s elective service, his 
dedicated service, and I wish him noth-
ing but my best wishes in the months 
and years to come. 

I thank Bill Bell for his leadership. 
f 

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON UNIVERSITY 
CAMPUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when 
teenagers select universities to attend, 
they assume that their school will pro-
tect and take care of them if some-
thing horrible occurs. Hannah was no 
different when she decided to attend 
Howard University in 2006. But on a 
Friday night of her sophomore year, 
she realized how deeply misplaced her 
trust in the school was. 

On that night, Hannah and her 
friends went to a fellow student’s house 
party. It was a typical college evening 
filled with dancing and laughter, but it 
wasn’t until the party began to wind 
down that Hannah’s friends noticed she 
was missing. Hannah was always very 
safety conscious and never wandered 
off alone, so her friends were imme-
diately worried and began frantically 
looking for her in the house. They 
called her name and searched the en-
tire first floor. Hannah was nowhere to 
be found. 

They tried to go upstairs to search 
the second floor, but a man grabbed 
them and forced them down the stairs. 
He said that nobody was allowed to go 
upstairs. Hannah’s friends argued with 
him. They screamed her name and 
threatened to call the police. 

Just as the situation was escalating, 
Hannah appeared at the top of the 
stairs. She was a mess. She was con-
fused, and she was barely able to walk 
or to speak. The girls took Hannah by 
the arms and immediately left the 
house. Something really awful had hap-
pened to her, so they rushed her to the 
Howard University emergency room. 

Mr. Speaker, here is where the uni-
versity system completely failed her. 
When the doctor finally came to see 
Hannah, he told her she was too drunk 
and she should go home and just sleep 
it all off. The friends begged the doctor 
to give her a rape kit, but he just re-
fused and sent them away. 

This is malpractice, Mr. Speaker. 
Rape kits can provide critically impor-
tant evidence in sexual assault cases, 
especially cases where the victim has 
been drugged. 

When Hannah woke up the next 
morning, she was in so much pain she 
could barely walk, so she called the po-
lice and returned to the university 
emergency room for a rape kit. But be-
cause Hannah couldn’t remember ex-

actly what happened and who her as-
sailant was, the police and the hospital 
staff again refused to conduct a rape 
kit. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of a rape 
kit is to find out who the assailant 
was. 

Desperate and denied any assistance 
from her own university, Hannah still 
reached out for help. She went to 
George Washington University Hos-
pital, but they told her that, since she 
was denied a rape kit at Howard Uni-
versity, she was not allowed to get one 
at this hospital. Hannah sought help 
and was rejected at every turn. 

This is tragic, Mr. Speaker. 
Most of us have kids. A lot of them 

go to universities—all four of mine did; 
three of them are girls—and we expect 
universities to do something to protect 
those students when a crime is com-
mitted against them. The doctors and 
medical staff at both university hos-
pitals were apparently not trained to 
deal with traumatized rape victims, 
and they were clearly ignorant of how 
important forensic evidence is after an 
assault. 

So to ensure this doesn’t happen to 
more victims, I have introduced legis-
lation that would require a university 
to provide access to a nurse or a doctor 
who is properly trained to provide med-
ical care for trauma rape victims or 
have a plan in place to quickly get a 
victim to a nearby hospital. Univer-
sities must have a plan in place or have 
access to a staffer. 

This bill is named the Megan Rondini 
Act in honor of another college rape 
victim from Texas, who was at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. She was denied 
proper post-rape treatment at a hos-
pital. Eventually, she took her own life 
because of the fact that no one paid at-
tention to her. 

This bill will ensure victims can ac-
cess the care they need. Having a 
SAFE, sexual assault forensic exam-
iner, or a SANE, sexual assault nurse 
examiner, for rape victims at univer-
sities ensures that rape kits are prop-
erly examined and collected. 

Universities not only need to have 
access to a SAFE, but they need to 
have a victim advocate trained in sex-
ual assault on campus, and all rape 
kits from students and nonstudents 
must be quickly analyzed so that the 
offender can be determined. 

Mr. Speaker, there are thousands of 
rape kits all over the country sitting 
on police shelves that just haven’t been 
examined. This is awful. 

Hannah was denied justice because of 
incompetence. Victims are people, too, 
Mr. Speaker, and schools, especially, 
should be prepared to deal with sexual 
assault victims; otherwise, there will 
be more victims like Hannah. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING CONWELL-EGAN 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
today I recognize Conwell-Egan Catho-
lic High School and the $5 million con-
tribution they received to help educate 
the next generation of students in 
Bucks County. This gift, in recognition 
of the school’s continued success, was 
donated by a 1972 graduate who wanted 
to thank his teachers for all they did 
to help shape his life. 

The benefactor, Mr. Tom Lynch, said 
he gave the gift because ‘‘anything is 
possible when you get a good edu-
cation.’’ This quote rings true in the 
ears of every American. The oppor-
tunity to learn from a young age is a 
critical experience. Continued support 
for our teachers and our schools is of 
the utmost importance. 

With this donation, Conwell-Egan 
plans to set a significant amount aside 
for scholarships and tuition assistance 
for families in need in our area. Gen-
erous contributions like these allow 
our educational institutions to grow 
and to offer greater support to our 
communities. 

I congratulate Conwell-Egan, and we 
all thank Mr. Lynch for supporting 
such a great institution. 

RECOGNIZING PALISADES HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the players, 
coaches, and staff of the Palisades High 
School football team and to congratu-
late them on an incredible season. With 
their consistent displays of grit and te-
nacity, the Palisades Pirates should be 
proud of what they accomplished: a 13– 
1 season and the best record in Pali-
sades football history. 

Although their season ended with a 
tough loss in the playoffs, the Pali-
sades Pirates football team should hold 
their heads high. They have worked 
hard, and they have made their com-
munity proud. 

To the fans, friends, and families who 
have supported Palisades, we offer our 
congratulations. To all those who work 
with and support organized youth 
sports in our district, we offer our 
thanks. To the young student athletes 
on the Palisades football team, I say: 
Well done. I hope that you take the les-
sons of cooperation and determination 
that you have learned on the field with 
you when you step off the field. Our 
community is very proud of you. 

f 

INNOVATION IN MINNESOTA’S 
SIXTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the 2017 recipi-
ents of the Greater St. Cloud Develop-
ment Corporation Innovation Award. 
These four recipients received their 
awards for their ability to incorporate 
new and inventive ideas into their 
field. 

I want to first congratulate Mighty 
Axe Hops in Foley for receiving the 
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